
It’s About Time

For all of last year my talks in Ordinary Life fit into a theme - Living in the Gap 
Between The “No-Longer” and the “Not-Yet.” We live in a time when one world 
view, one world order is falling away and we are just in the process of discovering 
the new.

Ilia Delio said in her online blog this week, “Be assured that all systems including 
religious, political and social systems will succumb to planetization and be 
compelled to regroup accordingly. I anticipate that up ahead religious, political and 
social structures will be realigned as cooperative systems, and that systemic 
reorganization of these systems—political, ethnic and cultural systems around the 
planet will undergo radical change. What we are witnessing today is the collapse of 
structures based on patriarchy and hierarchy, especially in the religious and 
political arenas. Patriarchal structures will continue to mightily resist the forces of 
evolution but they will collapse and fall.”

Some folks hear this as good news. Some folks are terrified by. Likely, most of us 
are a mixture of the two.

We are living in the gap between the “no-longer” and the “not-yet.”

I want to add to or modify that theme.

I want to call the umbrella under which I will be crafting teachings you will be 
hearing in here in the weeks and months to come in Ordinary Life “It’s About 
Time.”

This phrase ticks a lot of boxes when it comes to my goals as a spiritual teacher.

For one thing, the great spiritual teachings from all the living traditions stress the 
importance of paying attention, to being present, of waking up to and being in the 
present moment. Certainly this was true for Jesus. He taught that the realm of 
reality he spoke of was spread out all about us but that people didn’t see it or live 
in it.



The most frequent phrase Jesus used in his brief ministry was “the rule of God.”

All of Jesus parables are about the Kingdom of God or, as it is sometimes 
translated, the Kingdom of Heaven. He would begin one of these stories by saying, 
“the Kingdom of heaven is like . . .” and then he would tell a story: that of the 
prodigal son, or the good samaritan, or about laborers who, though they worked for 
only a few minutes, got paid as much as those who had worked all day.

At times Jesus said this Kingdom was present with us. That it was among us. That, 
though it was spread out all around us, we couldn’t see it and on and on. Whatever 
this Kingdom of God or of Heaven is, it is clear that it is of foundational 
importance to Jesus.

It is Matthew’s Gospel that gives us the phrase Kingdom of Heaven rather than 
Kingdom of God. Matthew was writing to a Jewish audience and to this very day 
Jews will not write or speak the word “God.” So, Matthew uses the word “heaven.” 
This has caused many to assume that this Kingdom of which Jesus spoke and 
taught is a place you go to after you die. Provided, of course, that you have been 
“saved.”

Jesus himself never taught that. You don’t die to get into this kingdom. You awaken 
to become aware that you are already in this kingdom now.

Some people have taught, since the time of Jesus on, that this Kingdom was a place 
to be created here on earth. We do that by becoming pacifists or by sharing all our 
goods in common or by doing whatever it takes to live in some utopia here and 
now on earth. Monastic orders are to some degree an attempt to accomplish this. 
The Kingdom of Heaven would be a realm of peace and justice, where human 
beings lived together in harmony and fair distribution of economic assets. For 
thousands of years, prophets and visionaries have labored to bring into being their 
respective versions of this kind of Kingdom of Heaven.

Richard Rohr established such a community at the beginning of his ministry in 
Cincinnati and called it “the New Jerusalem” community.



Shane Claiborne would be another contemporary example. Claiborne lives in such 
a way as to make the smallest footprint possible upon the planet. When, for 
example, he speaks somewhere, he personally doesn’t take the speaker’s fee. He 
gives it all to his community. The community he helped found in Philadelphia is 
called “The Simple Way” and he describes it as made up of a movement of folks 
“who are committed to living as if Jesus meant the things he said.” Claiborne, for 
example, makes his own clothes and shoes.

I have a great respect for both of these men and others like them but somehow 
these earthly utopias never seem to stay put for very long.

Rohr said that when couples got married and started having babies, the women and 
mothers each wanted her own kitchen.

Jesus specifically rejected this meaning. When his followers wanted to proclaim 
him the Messiah, the divinely anointed king of Israel who would inaugurate the 
reign of God’s justice upon the earth, Jesus shrank from all that and said, strongly 
and unequivocally, “My kingdom is not of this world” (John 18:36).

The Kingdom or Rule of God or Heaven is a metaphor and not a literal place. The 
Kingdom of God is not a place we go to or attain. As Teresa of Avila says, “You 
can’t enter a room you are already in.” The kingdom of God is not a place you go 
to. It is a place you come from. It is seeing and living in the world with a 
transformed awareness. This is core to the teaching of Jesus that sees no separation 
between God and humans and no separation between humans and humans.

To say it again, the phrase “it’s about time” is about being here and being here now. 
It is, I assure you, the most difficult thing to practice in the world.

The phrase also means that it is about time that we bring, with vigor and intensity, 
our religious “doctrines” and spiritual understandings into the present age rather 
than allowing them to languish in a pre-Copernican understanding of the cosmos.

I want to introduce you at this point to Michael Morwood. Not only will I be 
referring to his works as we go forward but introducing him to you will serve two 
additional purposes:



For one things, he shows us a model of someone who has made the transition from 
one theological position to another and his work also gives us an additional 
perspective on having a spiritual practice.

Over the Christmas holidays I read an extensive interview with Michael Morwood 
on the Progressive Christianity website. I was enormously impressed by what I 
read. Morwood is of Roman Catholic background and lives in Perth, Australia. He 
grew up being taught what virtually anyone at that time was taught about Jesus and 
God. Very traditional stuff.

He followed a path that led him to become an ordained priest in the Roman 
Catholic Church. Like many ordained people he knew a lot about Jesus. He could 
teach and preach the church’s theology about Jesus. But, he didn’t know Jesus.

He read a book by a renown Catholic biblical scholar that emphasized Jesus the 
man. That is, it raised the question, “what if Jesus did not know or see himself as 
‘the divine Son of God’?” Catholic doctrine requires believing that Jesus was, as 
the creeds claim, “conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary.”

Morwood began to focus on Jesus as a man of faith. This led him to think of and 
see Jesus as someone who knew what it was be like to be us.

Over a long period of time, this new way of thinking of Jesus became the bedrock 
of his faith.

Up until this time he believed, as many people still do, that Jesus went through his 
life and endured his suffering on the cross with the certain knowledge that he was 
God incarnate. This began to shift.

The shift occurred when he went on a twenty-five day retreat that was a turnaround 
experience in his life. He was led to imagine himself being with Jesus, meeting 
him, talking with him, interacting with him listening to him talk to him.

Not only did he meet Jesus in a new way but he met himself in a new way as well.



What he learned at this retreat was a spiritual practice that focused on four things.

The first is basic is any genuine spirituality. It is, know yourself. This is one reason 
to read Jim Hollis’ book, “Living An Examined Life.” I think one of the reasons 
many people take up a spiritual practice of some kind and then drop it after a few 
weeks is that rarely do they descend to the bottom of their hearts and remain there. 
Authentic spirituality is impossible if we are not in touch with ourselves.

The second movement, to quote, Morwood, “invites us to use whatever we find in 
the encounters with our own lived experience as stepping stones to the heart of 
Jesus.” This is an exercise in active imagination. We might enter into an imaginary 
conversation with Jesus where we ask, “Did you ever feel so discouraged that you 
wanted to give up?”

This is the way we talk with trusted friends.

If we think of Jesus as God, there is no way to believe that he would or could 
understand what it is like to live our lives.

The third part of this practice is one that Jim Finley talks a lot about. It is reciting 
the mantra of: I love and accept you as you are; and, I am loved and accepted by 
you as I am.

You know what a loving relationship with someone does. It challenges us to be 
better than we have been, to get our act together. Genuine friendship invites 
growth. If you have not done so, I invite you to see the movie, “The Green Book.” 
It is about how two very different men transform each others lives.

This leads to the fourth part of the practice: beginning to offer the compassionate 
relationship we are developing with the Sacred to others. We begin to realize the 
commandment in Judaism to love others as we love ourselves to mean not that we 
are to love others as much as we love ourselves but we are to love others as if they 
were us, because they are. We bring our growing tolerance, understanding and 
compassion to a world where prejudice and judgment are way too prevalent.



I have to tell you up front that many people who pride themselves on being 
Christian are very uncomfortable with the idea that Jesus might really have been 
just as human as we are. Because it leads them to doubt the divinity of Jesus. But 
this is what Morwood began to teach: spiritual practice and the living of an 
authentic life as a journey with God, not a journey to God. People have been taught 
and conditioned for so long that religion is about going to heaven when you die 
rather than about living. People have been taught that God is out there somewhere 
and not an intimate and accessible Presence here and now.

Although Morwood’s parishioners loved what he was teaching, when he wrote all 
of this up and published it, he discovered a side of the church he had not 
experienced in twenty-five years as a priest. He was severely attacked by ultra-
conservative Catholics who were successful is getting his writings banned.

To make matters worse, right before his book, “God is Near” was published, a 
friend of his encouraged him to explore new findings in cosmology by exploring 
the works of Thomas Berry and Brian Swimme.

I believe that if anyone reads the scientific story of the universe and learns how life 
unfolded and is unfolding on this planet and in the cosmos, it changes every 
theological category most Christians have been taught. For one thing, and perhaps 
the most important thing, our earliest ancestors did not do some apple-eating 
horrible deed that caused God to sever contact with humans.

So, again, another thing I mean when I use the phrase “It’s About Time,” is that it 
is time we brings these religious “doctrines” and spiritual understandings into the 
present age rather than allowing them to languish in a pre-Copernican 
understanding of the cosmos.

Further this theme, “It’s About Time,” allows me to continue with my goals of 
contributing to religious, biblical and spiritual literacy. I’m going to shape the 
upcoming talks by the questions and comments that have come from you who 
attend these times we share as well as from those who are distant attendees. I want 
to take your comments and questions seriously.



So, if anyone asks you what Ordinary Life is about, you can simply say, “It’s about 
time.”

I want my teachings to comply not primarily to “church doctrine” but to the truth 
as it is being revealed to us from our growing information and knowledge about 
the physical universe. I have a much more significant commitment to truth than to 
tradition.

In one of the narratives we have of the life of Jesus, the one that is the most 
allegorical, John, there is a show-down between Pilate and Jesus. Jesus says to 
Pilate that he, Jesus, has come into the world to testify to the truth. Pilate responds 
to Jesus with a question that is as relevant now as ever. Pilate asks, “What is 
truth?”

What indeed!

One of my favorite commentators on our current political and cultural scene is 
William Falk, editor-in-chief of “The Week.” I want to read a rather extended piece 
that is from the most recent issue of that publication. (1/18/19, p. 3)

“During the 2017 special election for a U.S. Senate seat in Alabama, progressive 
activists set up a fake Facebook page in ostensible support of Republican Roy 
Moore. The page, called Dry Alabama, praised Moore for proposing a complete 
ban on alcohol in the state - a false claim designed to depress his vote totals from 
moderate Republicans. Sounds like a Russian tactic, but activist Matt Osborne told 
The New York Times this week he had ‘a moral imperative to do this.’ Defeating 
Moore, an accused serial abuser of teenage girls, was so important, Osborne 
explained that a bit of deception was justified. Dirty political tricks are, of course, 
not new, but the brazen defense of them on moral grounds is quite telling. There’s a 
growing bipartisan conviction that virtually anything - lying, cheating, and spying - 
is justified because, well, the other tribe is so evil.

“President Trump, of course, is the leading practitioner of the dark arts of 
deception, but his disdain for facts and norms is evidently infectious. When 
socialist superstar Rep. Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez was recently questioned about 
her fuzzy math and exaggerated claims about Pentagon waste, she shot back, 



‘There’s a lot of people more concerned about being precisely, factually, and 
semantically correct than about being morally right.’ When newly seated U.S. Sen. 
Mitt Romney called out Trump for divisive rhetoric, lack of ‘honesty and integrity,’ 
and low character, Republican colleagues chastised him for being too truthful. 
Evangelicals excuse Trump’s serial adultery and unchristian bombast in the belief 
that he’s serving a divine purpose by filling federal benches with anti-abortion 
judges. Were 4,000 Islamic terrorist really caught trying to cross the Mexican 
border? Will raising millionaires’ taxes really pay for free everything? Who cares? 
When you’re absolutely certain you’re ‘morally right,’ facts and ethics are 
immaterial.”

No, they are not. But, let’s talk about what is “morally right.”

I’m going to say a word and I want you to think of the first thing that comes to 
your mind. Okay?

Sin.

I really enjoyed and found fascinating spending time reading in the OED about the 
origin of the word “sin” and its meanings. According to the OED (the Oxford 
English Dictionary), sin is “a transgression of divine law.” Or, it is the willful 
violation of some religious or moral principle.

You might remember that I want, in addition to all the other things I cited earlier 
today, to be guided in these talks by the questions Jesus asked.

I’ll give a quarter to anyone who can tell me, according to the Gospel narratives, 
the first question Jesus asked of anyone.

There is this parable - it is not a true, factual story - told about a time when Jesus, 
as a young boy of twelve, went to Jerusalem with his parents for a Passover 
celebration. On the way back to Nazareth, three days out, Mary and Joseph looked 
at each other and said, “Hey, where’s our boy?” Very irresponsible parenting. They 
go back and find Jesus in the synagogue talking over points of scripture with the 
rabbis. They give him heck on the way home and he says to them, “Why were you 



concerned? Didn’t you know I must be about my father’s business?” That’s the first 
question.

The next question, and some translators put it as an exclamation, comes after Jesus 
had just begun his public ministry. He heals a man and then forgives the man his 
sins. The religious leaders go berserk. Why? Because, Jesus had just by-passed 
their way of making money.

There were many, many things classified as “sin” in that time. Most of them had 
absolutely nothing to do with moral transgression but things like not washing your 
hands before you ate or having some sort of skin disorder. In order to be readmitted 
to the community, you had to go to the priests and pay money and be declared 
“forgiven.” Jesus just cut through all of that.

Was Jesus not concerned about morality? Oh yes, he was. But, his definition of 
morality was not that of the religion of his time or of ours, historically. The 
church’s concern or focus on “sin” has usually been on petty, things. Sexual things 
usually. I’ve heard Richard Rohr say several times, “The church as been more 
concerned about what people do in beds than whether they have a bed to sleep in.”

Jesus’ understanding of sin was that of being ignorant, of not paying attention, of 
not seeing, not hearing, not tending to what he referred to as “the least of these - 
my brother and sisters.”

Jesus was a Jewish mystic in the wisdom tradition. His emphasis was much more 
on understanding our true identity and the realm of reality we really inhabit. It is 
out of this ignorance that we create suffering for ourselves and for others.

I am continually reading and re-reading the questions and comments you have 
submitted and a lot of them have to do with suffering. One of the causes of 
suffering, one of the ways we humans cause suffering is out of ignorance. 
Especially in our time ignoring or not caring about what doesn’t affect us 
personally.

We have an epidemic of this “not caring about other people” in our culture. I get a 
variety religious and psychological journals. I can’t read them all or all of them 



thoroughly but in one I got just the week, (Christian Century, 1/16/19, p. 9), there 
was this staggering statistic that reflects, I believe, our isolation from each other. In 
2017, the last year for which we have accurate statistics but I am confident you that 
last year the number increased, 24,000 people killed themselves with guns. That is 
the highest number in 18 years! And, this is just by guns. 109 people died every 
single day by gun violence in 2017. I’m not saying this to make anyone feel bad or 
guilty or anything like that. But, to make us wake up to the fact that this is the 
culture in which we are living and in some way saying to ourselves, “This is okay.”

Moral living is, of course, very important. Tell the truth. Care for others. Don’t take 
what doesn’t belong to you. Keep your promises.

The ultimate, ultimate, ultimate way to deal with suffering, the answer to “sin” if 
you will, is wisdom. I know I rant and nag you about spiritual practice. And, you 
must have one. But, meditation, contemplative prayer, praying, reading spiritual 
material, any and all of that won’t mean a thing if we don’t learn something and 
put what we are learning into some sort of constructive use for a better tomorrow 
for all of God’s creation.

Let’s go back to this first question or exclamation that Jesus makes.

Jesus had just healed someone and he is confronted by the religious leaders and he 
responds, “Who needs a doctor: the healthy or the sick? I’m here inviting outsiders, 
not insiders - an invitation to a changed life, changed inside and out.”

Who needs a doctor? The healthy or the sick?

I hope you know me well enough to know that I am not saying to any person in 
this room that there is anything wrong with you. There is not. The primary message 
that Jesus communicated to people who heard him, who fell in love with him was, 
“You’re fine. You’re okay. I love you.”

Why was it that some people didn’t or couldn’t hear that? Was it because their 
hearts were elsewhere?



Jung said that the only unforgivable sin is to remain unconscious. Clearly there is 
much that we, both individually and corporately, are unconscious about. 
Historically the church has whittled down the teachings of Jesus to some moral 
issue that people can feel totally triumphant and superior about and which usually 
asks nothing of us.

Think about it: celibate priests focusing on birth control and abortion as the core 
evil, heterosexuals seeing homosexuality as some sort of ultimate threat to society, 
liberals invested in some political correctness while living lives that isolate then 
from the actual suffering of the world, biblical fundamentalists cherry-picking 
passages from the Bible, a nation of immigrants being anti-immigration.

There is a rare Bible from the 1800s on display at the Smithsonian. It was used by 
British missionaries to try to convert African slaves. This unique version of the 
Bible eliminated texts that might encourage slaves to rebel or advocate for their 
own liberation. Verses that could be used to reinforce slavery were maintained. 
About 90 percent of the Old Testament and 50 percent of the New Testament are 
missing.

(You can read more here - https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/heavily-
abridged-slave-bible-removed-passages-might-encourage-uprisings-180970989/ 

Every time we try to change the ego with the ego we only get a better disguised 
ego.

Years ago when I was a pastor of a church I had a church member who said that he 
thought the church should pattern itself after a meeting of AA. People who go to 
and benefit from working the twelve steps of Alcoholics Anonymous openly 
acknowledge their alcoholism. “Hi, I’m Bill. And, I’m an alcoholic.” But, then my 
parishioner said, “No one gets up at church and says, ‘Hi, I’m Bill. And, I have a 
darkness problem. I have an ignorance problem.’”Indeed, most of us pride 
ourselves on being rather enlightened.

The ego, and this is the heart of Buddhism, defines itself by what it loves and what 
it hates. The True Self does not attach and does not hate. That in us which is like 
Divine Presence desires and loves and lets go.

https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/heavily-abridged-slave-bible-removed-passages-might-encourage-uprisings-180970989/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/heavily-abridged-slave-bible-removed-passages-might-encourage-uprisings-180970989/
https://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/heavily-abridged-slave-bible-removed-passages-might-encourage-uprisings-180970989/


What the ego hates more than anything else in the world is to change - even when 
the present situation is not working. Instead, we do more of what does not work.

The letting go, or surrender of faith if you will, is not something that happens in a 
moment. “Accept Jesus and you’ll be saved and will go to heaven when you die.” 
Remember, it is a journey with the Sacred, not to the Sacred. And, it is a journey, 
an extended one, a gradual letting go, unlearning and handing over.

Richard Rohr says, “To finally surrender ourselves to healing, we have to have 
three spaces opened up within us - and all at the same time: our opinionated head, 
our closed-down heart, and our defensive and defended body.”

It’s time for us to not only know Jesus but also what he taught. There are many 
valid, wise and useful spiritual paths. The one I’m picking is that offered by Jesus. 
What we are supposed to be doing on this path is not admiring Jesus of knowing 
about Jesus but acquiring his consciousness. It is not about having correct beliefs. 
Our spiritual path is about seeing through his eyes, feeling through his heart 
responding to the world with the same healing love he had.

It’s about time.

No matter where you go this week, no matter what happens, remember this: you 
carry precious cargo. So, watch your step.


